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Dave Hayward

The southeaster {(nc capital letter, therefore must mean the windl)
was later than usual th year, giving us a number of OMGOHﬁﬁsHﬂHmm
in December and early January to get excellent 1ift conditions

and to enjoy some fabulous thermal flying without competition

pressures.

Naturally, Volker, who seems to have an uacanny ability to find
i

srattern height, managed ©2 stay alof

for a little over two hours, thus setting an impossible target
for the last quarterly duration oI 19382. It is also a new Club
! I

mave taken it even further but his nack was

various heights, having ali rushed €0 @wﬂ airkorne when the
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very useful prectice with his new Samunt but stilli seems O

nave wﬁo ams with hiz landings while Andrew L is OHOﬁweﬁo AP

hiz flying tine. He's done 20 minutes at least twice foxr his

GColder Eagle but blown the lanéing every time desgite having
tacguired' his cad's §i-vear old Cirrus as the next step from
hi

s rather tatty Hi-Fly.
ie have also seen several newcomers to the Common and exteand a
warm welcome to new members
Allard Walker and Simen Barnett
as well as ex-member, Aubrev Allen
who turned up to everyone's surprise and caucht a ‘boomer' to
his own surprise. He was Hﬁoww to get it down in one piece, it
;as so out of trim, but has nevertheless been sucked up to dizzy

heights—where he spent the best part of half an hour stalling

-3

o

seem to arrive from nowhere is to store vour 'in use' wing on the
board. You wouldn't put that paint tin on that precious wing new
would you —-=-- of course it goes without saving that wives and kid
are banned from this sacred place! In additicr to the fixed building
boards, an old flush door and a pair of strong : restles are always
useful for that final sanding or covering job which is usually done
in one cperaticn! This can be set up temporarily in the open yard

or when the car isc parked outside

Depending on whether or not you have a company car, you may of
course have more or less space in your workshop! A pitched zo
and a firm's car must surely be the ideal in terms of space
availability!!! I find that one must ke organised in suc

c
rage/workshopr with

+hat one can continue to work in the ga a
slesp—in car sleeping in! They can zlsc provide very useful
temporary shelving during trial assembly ©of wings, fusclage etc.
plenty of power points along the walls obviazte the tralling
extension ieads. A tool bozrd on the wall with each Loolts. position
merked means the workbenches can be kept clear. 'Smell bits!

preferably nave transparent fronts te raduce searchingi Donft
forget o couple of Zhmm pipes for storage oF snakzs, vushrods,

dowels etc., and larger tubes for stering pians.

I find a vacuum cleaner of the pull-along va
With its sucticn nozzle one can clean out sawdust ete. from ail
those awkward places bztween rips and so on without a wmajeor
vpheaval of one's
04 sneezdng! Ed.)

building board. (1 just blow and chance tne bouls

Wwith all this valuable eg pment (vou just work out
cost!), in addition to adequate insurance one must

1ocks on doors and barred windows. I believe in alarms as well!l You

have a lot of gear in there which cannot be replaced at any costl

By the way ~-- if my workshop actually lcoked like this, T wourld

and spiralling in an attempt at getting down again.

get—some—b

. matter of getting crganised!
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TEY, 1983 SOARING NATTIONATLS

Basil Kroeger

Cood weather, good f£lying and good spirits characterised this
vear's soaring Nats, held at the Durban Model Aircraft Club
between Christmas and New Year.

Four classes were catered for so as to give 21l those with
‘different priorities a decent chance. The "whizz-kids' all flew
in the F3B-Masters (from which class the National Champion would
emerge) while the guys who wanted to fly the full ¥3B tasks of
duration and 4 x 150m speed, without having ﬁc tackle the Andy
Keils directly, flew in the F3Rp~Intermediate class. The Z-metr
also had their own slot with additional restrictions of 2-channel

~or control and the speed task rrr&o 2 x 15Cn. There

o
was alzo an Cpen class so that sunddy or Postals fiends could

also effectively participate in the Nats. The Open pilots flew

two duration flights per round so that, like evervorne else, they
hag some 12 to 14 flights altogether over the three deys. pillots
ertaring the P38 class were precluded from entry in the Cpen class

irst day for
relaunchas were:
ilo g, helpers l=tting go
before you'd switched on é! sorking time.
Pilots were summonsed, hooked up and launched . . . five glider
§ol

together was not uncommon!

A fairly strong breeze was blowing from the start and thermals

ware hard to find and harder to stay with. Clive Reunert s34

tagitta in Open class scored the only Iax in tha
first round. aAndy Keil went fastest through the speed cource in
26,4 seconds but his low duration score allowed Luc Mella through

for top honours in F3B-Masters at the end of rourd one.

Round two speed then put Luc out of contention when he was

sucked back to earth with his ship losing ell its tail feathe

- 33 -

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPRINGBOK SOARING TEAM

The South African teams for International Aerobatic and Scale Champion-

chips are selected at the appropriate Nationals, whereas the Scaving
teams are established by specially-tun eliminations. These eliminations

are not open for entry; the participants are invited on the basis of their
contegt performance during the previous yesr. The reascn for this
vﬁac&rws is the element of luck which is still isherent in the I8B
competition, so that a large number of rounds H.an be held in order

to establish a censistent result. Examination of the

round included in the report of the selection of the 1283 team will
emphasise this point.

This basis has ca.o/.u 4 South ‘fqi a with four tearas notsworihy ,.aow
;szisrc\ staiie )st_m enl - cnly one

.dnuf:ﬁ. (i

ity <

ese Trq ms, &5 shown in
invaluable prezence on zach » 300, ,;.:«. hae prosressively
m csﬁca ﬁo... fying member.io .s;?.?:ﬂ o ulumately rae

N :.J.o .cmw :;: has

= inclusion o*, rikkie Roo
.&wﬂ qualified in flying ability) will
t ewcomer in nwo.\.durc:.p cont
camaraderic and bonkomie at a Wor

and neweo

awaiting

15

id Champion very different

form of tensicn when each flight ie being mad r countyy.

{ing Manager
Spavins f2ying {lying flying
Rovs flying flying assigtant
Orew flying assistant aasistant MLENALET
Gerncke : flyving flying flying
Abbot managey raanpges
Keil flying flving
Gundry fiying
Tear. position  6th 1st 3rd (WATCH
Individual Roos 2nd Spavies 3rd Keil OGib THIS
positions Spavins 15th  Roos 4th Spavins 14th SPACEL)

Drew 28th Cerneke 10th  Gernexc 15th

Frikkie Roos matched Andy's first round speed (26,4) with new
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very short orbit (about 3m from the launching pad) to mar his

of maxes.

i
5
I3
[
=]
u

The class positions remained unchanged at the end of the sacond
day and everyone enioyed NoBl Drew's hospitality that night with

a few beers, good food and tall stories from Beau Pautz, tha

lazter being the guy with the beads who kept the scores up to
datel

So dzwned the third day with only 1% rounds te be flown. Mike
Cundry clinched the speed spots for rounds & and 7 :Fru 25,0

r
seconds in each, while Flemming Ravn took the 1000 points from

Ron Uken in intermediate. Derek had no copposition in 2-m left,
se his nosition was secure. The final duration gave Andy, Ron,

Greg Mills (2-m) and Clive Reunert (Open) thelr "1000's

auv was totting up the figures, No&l crganised an
{istance aveat . . . rands—in-winner-take-all". It was
{to scxme) when a Sagitta, flown by mwwuso go@oo, nailsd

A

th 16 legs of 150m. The next best was mbosr 4 or 5 guys

Pezu then emerged to ennounce that Andy Keil A_mm (Jrém '82 Tvi
1 Champ and Springhok to the York KOhHm nsmévmv

L ig title. Well done Andy! tiike Gundry,
Springbck) justified his status by placing second
Roos (Springbok reserve) third. Frakkie also went
off with the "Most Neatly Presented Glider® prize,

B

Roa Uken maintained his lead to become the F3B-Intermediate
Champion and Derek Marusich is the new 2-Motye Chawmp while
Clive Reunert finished top of the Open list.

MAC —--~ Gundry, Drew and Uken --- won the Teanm enowsu\.muog the

o U

1
RT team of Keil, Roos and Woithers. Timothy Keep won the Junior

+2

rophy with his Gentle Lady.

&

— End sC ¢ mdmmmlr&mlé;mﬂwlmdm% ationates—Everyonehad—fun—and-got

005—555503 moves DHOSQ STN00L L..hf What was UOnm..q..Ow,SJ.‘ USG# the
day was the absence of major changes in the crder - mest of the bad
gcores had been reccrded in the firsi seven rounds vmm consistency

began to cver-ride luck. There was some minor i Eiw@

at the bottorn end, but the top three never looked m. turbed
Charles Rudnick has got his model properiy trimn om =n 1y
showed ithai he has the potential to become a speed & o te rival
Frikkie, who slipped from coutention through not 3.& & Novd's

duralion scores. Conditions were particularly good in .roEE 11, and
four of the contestants recorded their fastest speeds in thati task,
including ihe fastest for the competition - 21, 8 seconds by Andy Keil.

Oom Johan Steyn, accepting thai he couldn't make the team, ihrew
caution to the winds on the last round and crarked in
trim to record his best-sver 4 of 26,5 seconds.
throughout the compstition could have seen him on
experience emphasised that familiarity wizh one's
factor more imvoriant fhan desigy or finish in the
envelope. Charles had alse demenstrated this, while
de s6 well ia the sscond weekend with a nevw
wise to Grop the old rubber-winged mode! w
first weekend. ) -

saive down-

udmnhn

ﬂ
3
1d he tean:, and his

srformance

Rudi Veater had folded a wing launching foxr Bownd 7

and Em regerve glider crabl

Ahe weak 1

oy g 2, glr oy I
parcund the sky, rovealing

a lack of trinnning and preparation.

amm - for future iria

aliders.

iveu that the three team members will produce new alrerafi in ampile
time to become familiar with their flight charvacteristics, under 2l
conditions, then this team snould do very well at York, By scleciing -

Moel Drew zs manager and Frik 3oos as assistant, they i
axcellent combination of ability, cuperience, and fimess 3
be backed up by Guansr Marky's techeical know-how in €
custom-~designed winch.

Ve EX
hich wil
ae lorm of o

- sunburnt and then headed home happy to face 19831

1 Andy Keil. 20439 160

2  Mike Cundry 19102 95,43
3 Nord Gerneke . 18915 2,84
4  Frikkie Roos 18459 90,31
5  Johan Steyn , 18450 90,27
§ Charles Rudnick 17201 : 84,16
7 Derek Marusich 15926 77,92
8 Joe Coectzer 15848 77,54
9 Rob Street 18350 75,30
10 Rudi Veater 15186 74,30
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3ATTERY CAPACITIES and AIRBORNE CONSUMPTICN

Joihn Lighttoot

Several years ago Andrew A and I began considering the possibili

ies of an

attempt on the outright S.A. R/C Duratiun Record. I suppose it is 1mmﬁdx.

unofficial, but most interested flyers know that Geoff Brooke-Smith set it as
Yiorid Record in about 1965 at some 113 hours. It has since been taken out

=~

of effective contention by the xcmmdw:m who flew for over 25 hours, somewhere
north of the Arctic Circle.

The first consideration was, what is the consumption of the airborne pack?
A receiver draws sometning in the region of 10-20mA, the servo amplifiers are
almost negligible, being single-figure mA, while the servc motors draw around

150m& but only while running!

‘hat sort of proportion of flying time dces &
servo actually work? Flying asrobatics, it is probably q.mmo to assuine that

one servo at least, is working the whele Time, but in n«cdwgsm flight??? It

was probably zround §00mA, but an educated guess needed confirmation of some

s0rL.

With a :\ charged battery, we flew Andrew's Aguila on Kanonkop for about

23 haurs, playing endiess "place-the-rock" and proving that an Aquila can just
about mxmocwm three rollsi We then ran battery down cn my discharger at

200mA . . . it dropped to the standard iting 4,4V in 1 hour. Having previcusly

confirmed that the pack was indeed 500mAh by rumning down in 2% hours &t
the same 20{mA, there was 200mAh Teft, which meant 300mAh used in the 2} hour

on the hill, which gave an avarage overall drain, while flying, of 120mA and

that was by no means econemical flying either! An overseas magazine has since
published a figure of 125mh - -~

useful confirmation.

o whzt source, 1 know rot, but it gives

.

To be worthwnile, the flight would have to be sometime in December, both for
the length of day-light and the wind, With the right breeze, it should be
vomWAGAm to fly from 5.00am to 8,00pm ~-- 16 hours! . . . ye Gods --- were ve

really sericus about this lark??? Anyway, 15 hours at 150mA for safety, meant
a flight pack of at least 2,0Ah. NiCads in this range are available, certainly,
put they are expensive and what useful purpose would they serve later? ihat .
sort of capecity did commerciai dry cells have?

1

- 25 -

27 ' SPRINGBOK SOARING TEAM TRIALS
by Jack Abbot

! . The trials were held at the Silverion Club site over two weekends -
i . 20th and 21st November, and the following 27th and 28th. Tlying
; on the Saturdays was to commence at 2 p.m., and it was anticipated
that 15-18 rounds of Tasks A and C would be ooﬁ,% Dr@u (Task B
is never flown in South Africa as it is a pointless waste of time.)

v
' The-first Saturday opencd with a very strong wesierly wind in
, extremely hot conditions, There were mumierois re-launches and
few found suificient liff to record raaxes, but there were four missed
spots, while Johan Steyn landed more than 100 metres oul.

i The subsequent speed task confirmed w1l my cr ﬂ.u,,u?: of
! : coniest. Theiey rain that drove averyone to shellev

d whreugh
: the tagk is common tw 211 mmwoBonmEHm

o

e

: rest - well, three comnpetit
with the course, two had the same zircengih
course, and five had to launch downwind aiter
full 180°%, Wiih the EO.cLome nerease 0f wWerki
iask to five minutes, many re-

mches could
time expired was sivetched because the ehuts
from the reivievers. (These were uilicial winc :
. ’ retrieval wos not debited against the competiter.) Throw in hussles
! - with overwinds, line ?omx.:.m. cte, and it required two and & Lalf
hours to {inish ?.5 asks for ten competitors. Yaced :ﬁ. @ jeh of
reversing the layout of all the equipment, the weary offi called
it a doy, hoi I don't think that any of maﬁﬂi?czé.ﬁz
about the decision.

' Sunday restored sanity to the scene, with a reasonably constant wing
direction prevailing throughout the day, and five rounds were complets
before the workers succumbed to the hezt md cried uncle.
! no better thmo than now {o record thie unstinting work periormed by
’ the stalwarts of the Silverion Club - Sieger Lampen, Jan Sime,
Clsude Miller, Chuis Jouberi, Colin Hawking, and johan Ehlers
. are alwoys up front and the .S,ST would be impossible without these
people. Cthers come and assist when they can, but the above crew
‘. . are there all day and every &m% - grafting. Scoring was handled by
Annamarie Ehlers and Joan Abbot, After all the wooé:. made at
Sacramento about the air-conditioned motorhome filled with barks o,
: electronics, we had better service from Annamarie's little 28x10x »

: mini-computor, and competitors had no gripe zbout notl being kept

The Consumer column "Watchdog" in the Cape Times published a Tist of figures
obtained by one of their researchers, but a closer look showec that the

abreast of the score.
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Chris suggested that some average scores would make interesting

reading, so here they are, based on the number of rounds flowa ...

i DURATION LANDING SPEED

Dave 290 (3) Yolker 856 (6) Voiker 21,5 (5}
| Volker 286 (6) John L 75 (6) Ancdrew A 34,7 {4)
w Paul 258 (5} Andrew A~ 70 (5) Dave 37,0 (3)
! John L 210 (6) Chris 48 {3) Paul 37,8 (4)
, Andrew A 204 (5) Paul 35 (5) Johr: L 38,6 (6}
; John B 203 (5) . Dave 35 (3) Chris 47,4 (2)
w Chris 198 (3) Peter 29 (6) Johr B 49,3 {3)
ﬁ . Peter 121 (6) John B 26 (5) peter 61,0 {3)
, Bear in mind that in working these averages, flights not flown and speed runs
, zeroed for crossing the course have been omitted to give an idea of actual
m performance as opposed to ‘contest performance'!
w .
f The weather forced us to abandon the the final aercbatlc contest

[

& a
ue to have been held in December. The Club Championship tally
0

is thus omwoﬁwmﬁmm on the best 7 out of 1

a2s published in the December issue. The F.O. does it vet zgain!

-

I just don'‘t understend how you can allow this to contimve . . .
a .

and the capacity to get some "value for money" figures which may be of interest n the target possibly be any bigger?
to dry-cell radio users. Tha values will of course differ at different currents

and will be better with intermittent use, which allows the cells to ‘rest and Enclosed in this issue is the WPAA programme for 1983. Dates of

recover' between demands. : events may change as I have been unable to obtain confirmation
nm..: . . time .ﬁo (v owumo#k. . cost cost-efficiency from other Clubs. You will note that arother "away rﬁmw.mm.m.h_..mm.m .
(hours) (AR) {c) {cents/hour) been scheduled for -March: 12/13 to Ceres o prapare yourselves
and your aircraft accordingly. It is a great t£hermal area. The
C-size . last time the Club paid the area a visit, many pilots gained up
DURACELL ’ 18 . 2,7 90 5,0 . to DIamond grades as well as setting a Club Duration record which
NATIONAL NEO HITOP (Black) 12 L 1,8 40 3,3 . stood for several years. The facilities of the Ceres Municipal
NATIONAL HITOP (Red) 8 o ) ._.,N 32 2,7 : Caravan/Tent/Bungalow Park are excellent.
EVEREADY HEAVY DUTY (Black) 3 0,5 25 : 8,3 ,
’ . “ Following a proposal by Mike Gundry, it has been decided that a
D-size : i ) ! 2-m 'sub-championship' should be run concurrently with the
.o%)wm.m_r_. 3% T, 5,8 120 . ) 3,1 ) Normal Club Championship. This is primarily to encourzage the
— NATIONAL NEO HITOP (Btack) 28 4,2 56 —250 newcomers with the smaller, less complex aircraft and of couse to
NATIONAL HITOP (Red) 19 2,8 44 . 2,3 boost the 2-m class.
EVEREADY HEAVY DUTY (Black) 10 1,5 30 3,5 o
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Soaring Comment N

Paul Nel

So much has happened since the last issue of Southeaster that it
is difficult to know where to begin.

On the sunday before Christmas, Volker and his Flamingo established
a2 new Club Thermal Record on the Commcon. His time was TWC HOURS, Py
TWO MINUTES AND TWENTYTWO SECONDS! It has become Voker's habit

to entertain us with his superb flying and this flight was no -
exception. He showed some of those who were standing about and
complaining that there was no lift, how thermals can be sniffed
out, almost uncannily, and how they can be worked efficiently.

At one stage Volker fell into a patch of 'sink and lost so much
height that to my mind he had no choice but to enter the landing
pattern. I watched with fascination how the Flamingo scemed to -
hesitate near its stalling speed as it entered a bubble of lift,
and how the methodical, flat turns began and soon turned into

a steady upward spiral in whicn the mmHHﬁHmsm climbed right back

o where it had been earlier.

Some days after Volker's record-breaking flicht I ckserved some
pelicans cruising about near cur house and over the Common. They
were heading away from False Bay, flying in near windless conditions.
It was fascinating to sec how they were able to detect 1lift and

to execute wide, sweeping turns so beautifully smoothly. It
interested me that the blrds did not try to make tight turns,
especially since we are so often admonished to make tight turns

te stay in the lift. I suspect that the lift is often spread

much wider than we realise.

Scarcely a weesk later, Volker and I saw another w&cmmﬁos over the
Common. On that occasicn there was -a strong southeaster blowing
and the birds were heading forxr False Bay. Despite a strong head-
wind they were having little difficulty penetrating upwind.

Their techrique was to find lift ~-- ves, even in that breeze! ---
and gain height in the lift, while drifting off down-wind with ’
it. (Seems that's exactly Volker's tecinique foo! Ed.] Wing movements

The Competition Scens

- N P
! a - s
; o &y R \n\\.
: y"m\&mv !\.\»\wa‘.\l\
o . Pt A

1
|
| Andrew Anderson
|

i The Competition Scene for 1983 opened officially with the first
Simprop Challenge Contest on Sunday 23xd January, and what a
smashing time we all had! I'm sure that, opening in this way,

all of you who know my feelings about F3B competitions are

expecting me to rub it in and say . . . "there you are! =---
one holds an F33 contest and ends up with 4 planes flyable out
of 10 starters!" Well, I'm not going to, because when anzlysing
the various crunches with which the morning wzs so liberally
spattered, it is clear that only two casualties occurrxed duxing
the speed stages and so.can be blamed on the F3B rules. Doubtless
‘the. F3B fanatics will respond . . . " Oh, but those were also
really attributable to pilot erroxl" True enough; but letis
ba fair --- it was pilot error as result of ooaﬁﬁowwwww speed

and direction in the speed task.

Here is a list of the casualties for you to judgs for yourselves

Ian Greenhorn . . . . . . heavy landing

Dave hayward e = « « « . loss of airspeed aiter turn
into final lownwind leg

of speed run

Chris Hayward . . . . . . he was flying Dave's plane

Paul Nel e« « + « « « . went into speed task without
w full concentration ---

. Fell into same trap as

Andrew ﬁwwwﬂmOOﬂ -« + « . loss of oonﬁwow dua to loose

servo mounting
Andrew Anderson . . . . . stall on landing

4 A notable aspect of the competiton was the first contest
appearance of the sophisticated 'Samun’ aircraft, flown by

Paul and Ian. Thev are certain to &hake their mari once their

were rare and they seemed to resort almost entirely to gliding. .

a (EL L1330
a4—ouT

Dave.

ERTXEPN ye!
ASES =

B
§Ds

; b ey
—Thexr also itable performances

e
from John L and his 2m and the Haywaxzd

4]

flying 'Centiphase’.
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Wendell's winter project is to build a slope soarer from plans
based on a design by a friend, Jo shn O'Sullivan from Nova Scotia.
From all accounts the plane flys very well and Wendell has offered
to send us the plans.

Fron Lazzari Corrado in Venice, T received the following letter ...

Venezia 29/12/1082 PAUL NEL
P.0. .Box 45,
Clarcmont 7785,
BEPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Near Paul Nel,

I took oo@awsprom of you and your Southexn Scaring
Club through Model Airplane New magazine.

In Venice, were 1 live, recently roses & Soaring Greup that I
represent and so 1 should like correspond with you and receive, if possible,
your pubblicetion called Southeaster.

Aiso 1 should like receive photes or slides, notes of airfoil
tand you uwse, ¢3c.

I shall de the sane.
Tkank youv in advance.

ﬁw zari Corrado
w a Postale 651
NEZIA (Italy)

stuxwﬂ\

s TR,

From Dorset in England, Sean Walbank
wrote to me. Sean is the Editor oI
“THE WHITE SHEET® the news-—

v e .

letter of the White Sheet Radio

Flying Club, who sport the interesting
emblem reproduced here. He also sent
me three recent issues of The Whit

Sheet and has asked for an exchange

- 23 -

“PHE GLIDING WIDOW'S TALE"

Pam Lightroot

The challenge of the National Gliding Duration Record had been
on uovb s mind for months . . . even years. I think it even goes
back to Tygerberg days when he contemplated using medﬁn on tha
plane and/or car spotlights.

.

Things really got under way during the school holidays when he

went out and bought samples of all the batteries available, then
tested them to destruction to find the most reliablie and long-
lasting. We had to be ﬁo;m every 11 hours to read the complicated

ica
collection cf meters summﬁ which the batteries were suffering

™

like an Intensive Care Unit patient . . . it was like havin
baby in the house. The chosen brand was then hunted out, mowvm
through the whole stock in the supermarket to make sure he got
the freshest --~ I disowned him! They could be installed inside

batteries. Suzanne and I chatted while they poked in the guts
Transmitters to install charging leads so they could run off oux
caravan battery, which of course alsoc hed to be lugged up the hill

when the time came!

Which slope would it be? St.James . . . m gnal Hill . . . even
Tygerberg was considered but not for very long. The slog up there

is worse than St.James.

I,ists were made of what had to be rezdy . . . food, drinks, sun
cream, chairs, walkie talkies, cameras, caravan battery, umbrella,
tape recorder, planes and transmitters (not to forget them!ll)

It began to look as if Eric Brandes and wsaﬁmﬁ L wouldn't be
enough to get it all ﬂdmﬂm . e s ﬁSmmwm need a pack-donkey!

- Each night T.V. Weather, Radio Weather and DF Malan Weather were

compared . . . often none of them agreed! A friend living near
Kalk Bay offered to be used as an on-the-spot observer of wind

direction and strength. We have a new puppy who needs emptving

of newsletters.

around 2 to 3 am every morning and 1 had strictimstructions—te
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"THEY MUST BE BANANAS . . ." ox T o T
ATTEMPT ON THE OUTRIGHT SOUTH AFRICAN GLIDER DURATION RECORD

Weathen forecasts cre noi promisding . . . wind staength sounds OK but direction
s "southenly to southwesterly”!  OF MALAN says s moderate £o §hesh, south o
southeastenly” . . . that's better. Case R says the wind at Clovelly 4is
Wsouth-southwesienly, swingdng towands southeast” . . . much betten. 1t might
be too strong if this oppontunity isn't teken . . . Go!

wednesday 1240 Januay 1985

0320  AZanms ning and preparaticns are made. No wind at atl!

0400  Phone call to Case R at Clovelly . . . wind east of south about 10 kinols.

0450  Mest Endc on Boyes Daive . . . no wind . . . s AL wokth the cLimb?
Leaves move even 0 sLightly . . . may as well tuay!

0535  Thexe's a wseful breeze up henel

42 Andnew Launches 'Aquila' and climbs rapddlyl

and follows . .

5 .
05435 John Launches 'Nirbus' the Lijt (s smooth and the
§Luydng very pleasa

0548  The §iust "bright co

ment! . . . "You've maxed, Andrew!" 11§ howtws Zo go!
sthaight Lnto

0500 The sun cbimbs above the Hottentots Holland Mountains,
ourn eges. Luckily &4 snon disappeats behind some cloud.

0730 Fox
iglitches’ which give vdofent down and 4Lex Niwmbus's wings tesrnibly. 1T
only occurs in shost bursis Ei control L8 aliways segained La seconds.
Suspect errant aadiation from mﬁ ing boats visible in the bay.

0845  Lijt has steadied and biakes can be netracted occasiorally! Andnew has

also experienced glitches but many fower than John. Fishermen have gone

the past hali-hour John has experienced some most unpleasant

into hanbour and glitches have decreased, seemingly (eitsxsm oun
susplelons.

1000  4h 18m inte the §Light. Andrew L and Exndc go down Lo Zhe combi to
biing up fresh supplics of food and drink. Andernson clan awiives and all
cimb up to offen suppont. They depant gon the beach, taking one
wibhie-tathie and instructions on how to §it §resh batternies (1) and
operate the set. Andnew caulises gently nound the sky at tremendows
attitude, harndly touching the controds. He even putls the Tx down,
propped against a bush and s4its back in his chain, occasionally moving

a—stick—gently with his foot! O:. the othen hand, John 4is $TL nok

(s

- 2% -

1716 Geogf's 17-year-odd heccrd {a Wonkd Recond at the Zime) falls!

18600 Dave Hayward appears with a canny-bag of Liquid nefreshment, Somzone
s heand to comment that thexe's been a Lot of talk but this is the
finst sign of anyone dedng anything about {t!

1850  They've had enough! . . . Zhe sun L6 fast sdnking bekind ws . . . AT'S
cold and becoming harder Lhan even to keep down Zo sane altitudes .
As soon as the sun goes behind the peaks and they don't have to Look
into the sun fon a Randing, that's L 48ing frem :E.E.NF
the sun's angle down the sky exactly matches the sfope of Zhe pez

Lel wizh a gdna

wiea and s thrown all over the sky . . . controf s trieky wi
sudden/elevaton, but ncw the reason fon his Lost nig

th only
brake mechanism
can be seen . . . the night wing has moved a coupl

ght
2 04 continetnes oul
along the dowels! There &8 occasionally about 307 dih

edral under 2ac
wing 4in the turbulence. They move furthen up the sfope, away from ihe

cnest and §ind a more suitable dumping greund . . . s wind there's

Little question of a Landing in the Lrue sense 04 the wonrd.
1947 After a 4ivzl violent conviledion over the bushes Andrew 45 %3. John
has been practising approaches (with allerons, he's gotl a En more

contnol) and comes in . . . he's oven a dead trce . . . Mden'£ d

yells Andrew in his ear, but moving forward, the wings are Level and
only 4 metnes up . . . , R

1943  DOWN! 1t had been agreed
the end, they would try o make thetimes as close
olaim the shonten time jointly. The of
shont of 14 houns . . . 13h 59m 258,

1955  Dave's bottle of champagne £s ceremonially Stnr:o%

begorehand that should they both sunwive e
as wossdible and
ficdal time ib a few seconds

--- ¢0o ~~-

SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FLIGHT . . .

John fitted the four ug@ National torch cells into the nose of the Nimbus and
flew it at its normal weight, but Andrew had to sling a ‘battery pod' under
the CG of the Aquila.so it flew weill above usual loading. At the end of the
flight the battery voltage was tested under load and found to be still 5,2V,
which, referring to the graphs elsewhere in this issue means that each cell was
stil1l 1,3V and had over half its life left!

quite happy about his radio 50 stays closen and has to §Ly the whole
me.

The—transmitters—left the hill fully charged! . . . they had been connected to

a car battery through a simple charger for most of the day.

~=- 000 --~
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The ma
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howevenr, they didr't have much im

to enfey AL!
e

iifleent view over False Ba

[
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1Standand Position' . . . the caxavan battery

can just be seen, almost hiddenn b

ehind the small

bush bottom night, with the Tx charging panel .

and Zhe Lead to Andrew's Tx.

& _

¥

The "battery appendage” SLus,

g under

Andnew's Aquila. He 4lew with Zhe ply squanes,
used together with a coupfe of auge nails

for nesetting the (G, stifl taped under the
wings.




