Hi,


Here's some photos I managed to dig out of my loft. I hope you find them interesting. Unfortunately you can never take enough photos. I think I only shot one film the whole time I was in the RA which is a bit of a shame really, but at the time you don't think about looking back and reminising.





Here's what I have managed to find and get scanned at the moment. Hopefully I will find some more in the loft this weekend.





The colour ones were taken with a 110 camera so the quality isn't very good. but hopefully they will give you some idea of the conditions and the use a 1 tonne was really designed for. 
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Here are two pictures taken from inside our 1 tonne during a very muddy weekend at Salisbury Plain. Memorable things are the mud flying into the back of the 1 tonne once you get on a tarmac road. It's like trying to dodge a load of tennis balls being thrown at you all at once. Also absolutely zero space inside once you have bugged out. Imagine trying to fit in with four squaddies, all their kit, webbing large packs etc, and the gun kit, food and cooking equipment, not to mention small arms as well it was a bit cramped to say the least. Other things I have remembered are steel meshing in between the canvas tilt and the internal frame to allow us to walk on top of the tonne. The '1 tonne driver', It's obligitory (a joke amongst drivers) to drive through built up areas with the window open and you arm resting out of the window posing. to the women.
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A couple of nice pics. First one showing the 105mm shells (HE) and the cartridges. I always wanted to get a cartridge case, but they are counted in and out and it's a court martial offense to keep one. Second pic is of a non tactical live firing at Larkhill (Salisbury Plain). This exercise was run to give the Observation parties (OP's) who normally call in the fire missions (up the sharp end with the infantry) a chance to see what happens at the blunt end and to fire the guns.
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A shot right behind our gun (No.1, 202Bty), then a pic of gun crew no.2 at our end ex in Germany. 1 tonne is on the left hand side with our own mod water carriers on the back. We also had a removable in car stereo system that was built into an aluminium case (standard car tape deck and radio with two speakers). It fitted into the top of the roll bar in the cab with a quick release latch (in case we broke down or had to change vehicles). We powered it via the two outlets in the dash  (the red and black sockets). We never did find out what they were really for. You can imagine the noise inside whilst driving down the motorway at full speed with AC-DC or Whitesnake blasting out!!!!
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The black and white pictures were taken by a local new paper reporter who stayed with us on exercise for two days. This is a nice shot of a 105 being picked up with our tonnes in the background.
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A nice airbourne shot of a 105mm, gun kit in the sankey trailer. The crew carried essential gun parts that were easily damaged sights, quadrant etc... onto the transport helis (usually Chinooks but sometimes puma or even a Wessex if you were lucky)
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Same chopper picking up the trailer first before the gun
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Some tonnes in the background, Puma coming in to pick up the trailer. 





If I find more pics, (I have a nice one showing the living conditions inside a tonne but needs to be scanned first) I will post them up to the list.





