TOP DISC HIT FOR MISS-DEMEANOUR!

or 101 DISC BRAKES

Over a year ago, I was contacted by Zeus Engineering, requesting the loan of ‘Miss-Demeanour’ as a pattern vehicle to assess the viability of producing disc brake conversions for 101s. ‘Missy’ was duly lent and returned having had her front axle and existing brakes measured in every possible plane! And then it went quiet!! Indeed, if it were not for having reasonably regular contact with garage ‘arm’ of Zeus (who keep Missy on the road and running sweet!), I would assume that they had given it up as a bad job! But no! All the time, the engineering ‘arm’ were beavering away, endeavouring to build a prototype set of 101 Discs.

A week or two before Billing 2002, I was invited to Exeter for a test fitting, which revealed more work to be done. However, these prototypes were on an axle for display at Billing.  On my return from Billing (and subsequent 2,000 mile tour to Scotland) I again visited Zeus and emerged a day or two later with a pre-production set of Disc brakes fitted to the front axle. 

Over the next 6 weeks, I clocked around 1,000 miles on this set and have to say that I really noticed the difference. The braking power had been increased from 225 to 400 using the MOT approved ‘braking effectiveness table’ (an increase of some 77.7%, verified by an independent brake test,) and I had noticed an eagerness to stop that was not previously present. However, all was not perfect, with the most noticeable imperfection being a heavy shudder when braking hard, not unlike the effect of oval drums!

A further visit to Exeter ensued and some minor modifications were made. This was in early September and I am writing this in December. During that period I have clocked up around a further 1,200 miles involving all sorts of road (and off-road!) conditions. I now feel in a position to comment on these brakes. The statement is simple. “SUPERB! Why has it not been done before”? (If someone has and I am unaware, sorry!)
I have done much varied motoring on these brakes. Literally everything from long distance motorway to Welsh mountain tracks. In fact, the only thing I have not tried is deep mud, and that is nothing to do with the brakes, but having road tyres fitted! In all conditions I have noticed more responsive braking and (much!) shorter braking distances without locking up! Indeed, in wet conditions on very steep mountain tracks and roads, I have managed many braking applications that I had already assessed an alternative exit from! 

For the more technical of you! The discs are 333mm in diameter, they are 13mm thick and will not require changing until they have decreased to 11mm, the pads are industry standard (Halfords EB71?) and the pad area is some 4202mm. To answer an FAQ, no! there is no need to change any other of the brake components. The master cylinder is well up to the job as is the rest of the ‘plumbing’.

Finally, I must state that this is not an advert for Zeus, but merely the ramblings of a 101 ‘nut’ who has had the opportunity to try something radically different and promised to tell the 101 community what it was like (good or bad!). As you can probably guess, ‘Missy’s’ discs will not be removed and I am parting with the pennies to keep them on. In fact, the thought of going back to drums is not a nice one having now got used to stopping more directly! I know they don’t come cheap, but I think it is money well spent. Oh! And if you are following ‘Missy’ in your 101, don’t drive too close, you could be in for a nasty shock!

Dave Wallington

December 2002








daiwallington@fsmail.net 
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A couple of shots from Billing 2002 to remind you which one is ‘Missy’ (MFI Kitchen!) Thanks to Martyn Bailey for the interior pic.

If you would like any further feedback from the ‘tester’, please, do not hesitate to e-mail me.

