Hi all, my FT200 has a fair bit of drift, when I have a QSO I have to
retune the VFO after every over. Is there a cure for this problem??

Many thanks
Glen VK2HBI

Hi Glen, The FT-200 has a trimmer in the VFO which couples a capacitor
with neg coefficient thermal drift with a capacitor that has pos coefficient
drift. The idea is a point can be found where they cancel each others
drift. Sometimes a previous owner has adjusted this, thinking it’s a
frequency fine tune and trying to correct what he might have perceived
as being off frequency at some stage. The result is then bad drift. I've
had my old radio since new in 1972 (it’s now the workshop radio, still
works fine, worked into the states last week) and once it’s warmed up
over the first half hour and has shifted about 2 KHz, it sits very stable.

Keep posting till you sort it out. If it’s doing it on 80 as you say then
its not the heterodyne (crystal) oscillator so must be in the VFO. Do
you have a circuit diagram? I will look out the capacitors I'm talking about
when back at work tomorrow and let you know.

We should be able to work across the ditch on 40 or 20 at the moment if
you have aerials for those bands.
Ken
ZL3OZ

Hello Glen,
Ken is right, Trimmer TC402 in the VFO is a differential trimmer that
has two condensers attached, one positive, one negative
temperature coefficient. Total capacity is nearly the same when you turn the
capacitor. Correcting the drift is a tedious job, a great help is a
stable, lab-type frequency counter.
It is possible to keep the drift under 50 Hz in a well-aligned VFO.
Another fault can be variations on the clarifier voltage, and the VFO
voltage regulator.

73 Wim PA0PGA
