Firearm Re-License/new appl check list

Note: It is not a good idea to send only or original documents with your application. Experience has shown that in many cases firearm applications, appeals and original documentation disappear or get lost. This will result in you having to start from scratch. It is recommended that you retain all original documentation and send only certified copies. Certified means having a Commissioner of Oath stamp the documents as true copies of the original/s. Any Police station can assist you with this task and is also qualified to certify documents.

There are no guidelines outside what the law requires you to do to re-license. Review such at: 

http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms.htm or call the Central Firearm Registry on:

National Firearms Call Centre (012) 353-6111
The following is off the above SAPS site as to how re-licensing must commence:

Firearms

APPLICATIONS FOR RENEWAL OF FIREARM LICENCES, PERMITS OR AUTHORISATIONS: RENEWAL PERIOD 1 JANUARY 2005 TO 31 MARCH 2006
It has come to the attention of the SAPS that several licence holders born between 1 January and 31 March and who must apply before 31 March 2006 are arriving at Firearm Registration centres/police stations to apply for the renewal of their firearm licences, permits and authorizations without the necessary prescribed training certificates, photos, identification documentation etc. 

In the event of an applicant for a renewal of a firearm licence/s not having all the required training certificates, photos, identification documentation, etc. with him / her or the application form is not completed as prescribed, the application must still be accepted by the SAPS and an acknowledgment of receipt (SAPS 523) must be completed in duplicate with the following conditions:

· an endorsement must be made thereon by the Designated Firearms Officer of all outstanding documentation, photos, etc. 

· the endorsement must indicate a date when the outstanding documentation, photos, etc. must be submitted by the applicant to the Designated Firearms Officer. 

· the date of compliance for the outstanding documentation, photos, etc. may not exceed 30 days. 

It has been agreed with SASSETA that training providers can continue with the issuing of training certificates for Unit Standard 117705 (Demonstrate the knowledge of the Firearms Control Act, 2000 (Act No. 60 of 2000)) until 30 April 2006.

This measure is only applicable to persons who were born between 1 January to 31 March and who must apply for renewal of firearm licence before or on 31 March 2006.

None of the above applicants may be turned away due to the fact that they do not possess the required documentation or a training certificate issued by a training provider/ SASSETA

Remember that there are no guidelines or any criteria available or published whereupon you can act to re-license and ensure that your application is successful from the outset. Remember that the whole process is designed to be cumbersome, create empathy and to get legal firearm owners to throw in the towel on re-licensing and in applying for new firearms. In essence the process of disarming legal firearm owners have been under way since 2004 with the poor administrative process and petty refusals that have followed since. This is contravening what is prescribed in the just administration Act. Such refusals were/are never based on fact but rather disarmament ideology. At best what is contained in this document is an educated guess as to what one could do to re-apply for existing firearms or apply for new firearms. Also remember that under no circumstances should you hand in your firearms without applying for compensation. Demand compensation if you have no other course and is being forced to hand in your property against your will and as guaranteed in the Constitution and bill of rights. Also distinguish between ownership and being in possession. The FCA does not prevent ownership. 

See SAPS 520(d) - 

 

. for application for compensation.

According to discussions had with the head of the CFR and verbally confirmed to me by the head of the Firearms division of the Western Cape, the best way to approach re-licensing is to:

a) Motivate: 

To: “instigate, incite” – Why do you need the firearm in question? Comprehensively describe reason/s as to WHY. Be comprehensive and explicit.

b) Substantiate: 

To: “bring evidence for, confirm, prove” - Confirm your need with proof in the form of documentation and photo’s etc. Back up your reason/s. 

c) Corroborate:

To: “confirm, support (statement etc)” – Documented detail that confirms your reason/s for need from people, organizations, clubs etc.

(The above descriptions was derived from the Collins English dictionary as reprinted in 1991)

Also to consider is that re-licensing/new information and documentation must be as comprehensive as possible and as descriptive as possible. This leads me to conclude that one can rather submit too much information. Also bear in mind that information must be accurate and truthful.

1) Complete the relevant SAPS forms where required

· SAPS 271: Application for Licence to Possess a Firearm (new firearm only) - http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms/formseng.htm


    



· SAPS 517: Application for a Competency Certificate
http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms/forms/english/e517.pdf



 


· SAPS 517(e) Application for Renewal of Licence(s) in Terms of the Previous Act: http://www.saps.gov.za/crime_prevention/firearms/formseng.htm


   


· SAPS 517 & 517(e) Get at local DFO or print a copy as attached to this document in PDF format.

· According to the FCA your DFO is obliged to assist you in completing the relevant forms and must advise you of what to submit where within “reasonable grounds” is required to substantiate you application.

2) Particulars of Applicant (new and re-licensing)
· Certified copy of identity book main page with photo.


· List of full personal contact details & detailed description of dwelling. (Is it brick, shack etc).

· Certified copy of electricity bill / bond statement / rates and taxes bill (Identification of residential dwelling – to prove you life where you say you do).

· Statement by general practitioner re health of mind and body (this is not a requirement but will assist to prove that you are a person in good standing. A character reference from a person of standing is also not a bad idea – Reverend/Pastor).

· Statement of current employment confirming employment.

3) Particulars of Spouse/Partner/Parents/Friends
· Certified copy of spouse’s identity document & personal details.
· No objection statement by spouse/partner/parent. Where applicable depending on situation.
· No objection letter from third party sharing dwelling where applicable.

4) Competence Certificate

· Firearm Competence Certificate/s as required by law.
5) Licensed Firearms (including on permit)

· List & details of all currently licensed firearms.
· Certified copies of all existing firearm licenses.
6) Details of Firearm i.r.o. this Application (additional to that provided in form)

· A copy of firearm invoice (where applicable).
· General description of firearm & special features.

· Detailed explanation of special features related to application (where applicable).

· Photographs including close-up details (where applicable).
· List of 'target' or 'quarry' species with explanations.
· Supporting endorsement of suitability by Subject Matter Experts (Clubs, associations, any relevant group).
7) Hunter/Sportsman/Collector Status

· Dedicated Hunter/Sportsman/Collector certificate.
· Bone-fide Hunter/Sportsman/Collector certificate. (Where applicable)
8) Motivation

· Primary motivation with reasons for application.

· Additional and special motivation.

· Detailed technical explanation.

· Technical validation by SME (Subject Matter Expert).

9) Endorsement by Clubs, Associations, Institutes etc.
· Associations Membership details.

· Membership certificates/affidavits.

· Endorsement from Clubs and other Associations you belong to.

10) Storage/Safe Details
· Give a full verbal description of your firearm safe/s and dimensions.

· Documentation for Safe (where required) with photographs.

11) Dwelling Security Details

· Full details of dwelling / residence set-up and security. Do not give them the detail to your security alarm. Define if it is a brick or tin structure. 
12) Education, Training & Previous Firearm Experience
· Degrees / certificates achieved etc.

· Details of firearm training / experience. Include mention if you were in the military.
· History of shooting and hunting experience. Be specific with contact details, farm and owner names etc.

· Hunting/shooting testimonials / statements.

· Proof and confirmation of formal competitive shooting experience.
· Clubs, association that you belong to with proof as well as subscriptions and involvement in your field of application.
13) Testimonials
· Any Testimonial from any institute, club, person that you require to substantiate your application.
· Other testimonials deemed appropriate to make the application successful.
14) General

It could cut out the poor administrative process, or lack thereof, if you submit an appeal and clearly stating your intentions to pursue the matter by means of litigation in the event that you are refused. 

Appeal document:

SAPS 530 

 


Never assume that you will get your license/s approved as a matter of course. Although there are many good people out there that will really try to assist you in your applications, there are also many incompetent and inefficient as well as illiterate people that are not so helpful. With the advent of the amendments, administrative laymen have been appointed to try to ease the backlog and burden. From the outset realise that these people are not your friend and in all likeliness will not know that a .308 and 30-06 are different calibres that are worlds apart. Be specific, concise and comprehensive in your attempt to re-license. 

It may be suitable to include your intention to not just sue the CFR, Safety & security but to emphasise that you intend suing in a private capacity.

Remember “YOU ARE NOT A CRIMINAL” and have rights. Know them or lose them.

Other relevant Documents:

	SAPS 349
	Of Firearms in Possession of Government Departments Other Bodies Which Are Exempt from Licensing 
	


	



	SAPS 522
	Cancellation of an Application for a Licence, Permit, Certificate or Authorization
	


	



	SAPS 522(a)
	Surrendering of Firearm Item(s)
	


	



	SAPS 522(b)
	Forfeiture of Firearm Item(s)
	


	



	SAPS 523
	Acknowledgement of Receipt of Firearm Documentation
	


	 

	SAPS 523(a)
	Remittance Advice for Firearm Applications
	


	 

	SAPS 531
	Request to Alter Firearm by a Gunsmith
	


	



	SAPS 532
	Infringement Notice
	


	



	SAPS 532(a)
	Response to Infringement Notice
	


	



	SAPS 533
	Request to Cancel a Firearm Licence, Permit, Certificate or Authorization
	


	



	SAPS 533(a)
	Request to Suspend a Firearm Licence, Permit, Certificate or Authorization
	


	



	SAPS 534
	Transfer of Firearm Ownership
	


	



	SAPS 535
	Forwarding Schedule
	


	



	SAPS 538
	Certificate in Terms of Regulation 86(8) of the Firearms Control Regulations, 2004
	


	



	SAPS 539
	Permission to Store a Firearm in Terms of Regulation 86(4) of the Firearms Control Regulations, 2004
	


	



	SAPS 271
	Application for Licence to Possess a Firearm
	


	



	SAPS 349(a)
	Application for Acquisition of Firearms by Official Institutions
	


	



	SAPS 517
	Application for a Competency Certificate
	


	



	SAPS 517(a)
	Application for a Further Competency Certificate
	


	



	SAPS 517(b)
	Application for a Duplicate Licence, Permit, Certificates or Authorization for Lost, Stolen and Defaced Licences
	


	



	SAPS 517(c)
	Application for Licence Issued to Particular Categories of Persons -Dealers, Manufacturers or Gunsmiths
	


	



	SAPS 517(d)
	Application to Manufacture a New Firearm or Ammunition Type
	


	



	SAPS 517(e)
	Application for Renewal of Licence(s) in Terms of the Previous Act
	


	



	SAPS 517(f)
	Application to Declare Premises A Firearm Free Zone 
	


	



	SAPS 518
	Application for a Temporary Authorization to Possess a Firearm
	


	



	SAPS 518(a)
	Application for the Renewal of a Firearm Licence, Permit, Certificate or Authorization
	


	



	SAPS 518(b)
	Application for a Temporary Authorization to Trade in Firearms and Ammunition, to Conduct Business as a Gunsmith or to Display Firearms and Ammunition on Premises Other than Those Specified in the Dealers’, Manufacturers’ or Gunsmiths’ Licence
	


	



	SAPS 519
	Application for Accreditation as an Association
	


	



	SAPS 519(a)
	Application for Accreditation for Business Purposes
	


	



	SAPS 519(b)
	Application for Accreditation as an Official Institution
	


	



	SAPS 520
	Application for Multiple Import Or Export Permit/Permanent Import Or Export Permit/temporary Import Or Export Permit/in-transit Permit for Personal Use (Individuals and Companies)
	


	



	SAPS 520(a)
	Application for Multiple Import or Export Permit/ Permanent Import or Export Permit/Temporary Import or 
Export Permit/in-transit Permit for Dealers, Manufacturers and Gunsmiths
	


	



	SAPS 520(b)
	Application for Permit to Transport Firearms and Ammunition
	


	



	SAPS 520(c)
	Application for a Permit to Collect Ammunition
	


	



	SAPS 520(d)
	Application for Compensation
	


	



	SAPS 536
	Application for Authorization to Possess More than 2 400 Primers
	


	



	SAPS 521
	Notification of Lost or Stolen Licences, Permits, Certificates and Authorizations
	


	



	SAPS 521(a)
	Notification of Ceasing to Carry on Business
	


	



	SAPS 521(b)
	Notification of Change of Address
	


	



	SAPS 521(c)
	Notification of Change in Circumstances
	


	



	SAPS 521(d)
	Notification of Change of Commercial Agent Premises
	


	



	SAPS 521(e)
	Notification on Assignment of New Responsible Person for Juristic Person
	


	



	SAPS 521(f)
	Notification of Lost/Stolen/Found Firearms
	


	



	SAPS 521(g)
	Notification of Incorrect Information
	


	



	SAPS 521(h)
	Notification of Requirement to Deactivate a Firearm
	


	



	SAPS 530
	Notice of Appeal
	


	



	SAPS 350(a)
	Dealer’s Return: Stock Received
	


	



	SAPS 350(b)
	Dealer’s Return: Stock Supplied
	


	



	SAPS 350(c)
	Manufacturer’s Return: Stock Manufactured
	


	



	SAPS 350(d)
	Manufacturer’s Return: Stock Supplied
	


	



	SAPS 350(e)
	Gunsmith’s Return: Stock Received
	


	



	SAPS 350(f)
	Gunsmith’s Return: Stock Supplied
	


	




