	                    .405 UPDATE


	            by Charlie Sharps HHI #5097





	In the latest Sixgunner, J-D Jones said, to the effect, "XTP bullets are superior to any other standard production bullet made today."  With those words in my mind, I decided to beat feet to my local gun store and buy two boxes of Hornady's.41 Caliber 210 grain.410 HP/XTP bullets.  Considering what he says as gospel, I just had to try them in my new SSK 40-70 SHARPS Contender and my.405 WINCHESTER SSK Contender. 


	I have been a reloader for years, but I have never gotten around to using XTP's.  I know they have been on the market for quite some time but I have always been content to reload whatever was on hand, Remington, Winchester, Speer, Hornady (not XTP) and cast bullets. 


	Several months ago I did several articles on my.405 SSK Contender developing loads using custom bullets by Patriot and Barnes and cast bullets using an NEI mold.  In the article, I advocated using 41 Magnum bullets by Remington as an alternative to continually shooting the 300 grain bullets the custom boys make. (It gets expensive if you shoot as much as I do)


	JD IS RIGHT!  (Bold print is author's.)  I am extremely pleased to announce that .41 caliber XTP's are as accurate if not more so, then the Remingtons.  Using 55 grains of H4895 and the 41 caliber 210 grain HP/XTP's my SSK .405 with its 2x o 7x Burris, will shoot sub-minute of angle at 100 yards from a bench rest.  My son John and I, can bust clay pigeons (placed in the sand) all day long at 200 plus yards with this load and bullet.  We then start on the pieces and are still successful.  Have I said, "JD is right?"


	I then went on to load my SSK 40-70 SHARPS Contender (it has a .410 barrel) with 50 grains of H4895 and the same XTP bullet.  It does the same thing.  One ragged hole from 100 yards using a Burris 1.5x to 4x scope.  I have slowly increased (a grain at a time) the amount of powder until it too is using 55 grains of H4895 without any signs of excessive pressure.  It continues to shoot just as accurately.  So, if you are tired of spending big bucks using custom bullets for plinking in your .405 or your 40-70, then I suggest you try Hornady XTP's.  They are now a regular part of my reloading supplies. 


	JD-What AA powder would you recommend as a substitute for H4895?  It is getting hard to find in this neck of the woods and Accurate Arms powder is everywhere.


