J.D. JONES

SSK INDUSTRIES                           2 June 1990

721 Woodvue Lane

Wintersville, Ohio   43953


Sir,


I recently purchased a Magnaported 14 inch 405 Winchester barrel, marked barrel number one, and I am very pleased with it.  I had promised you some loading data to include chronographed loads for possible publication in the SIXGUNNER.  Unfortunately, I no longer have access to the chronograph so the following loads have not been verified. Starting with Ken Waters' text Pet Loads for my initial reloading with the .405, I settled on 58 grains of H4895 and 300grain .412 RNSP bullets from, PATRIOT MFG. & SALES.  My primers are CCI 200 Large Rifle.  Most of my brass is new, which I ordered from Huntington Die Specialties and was made by B.E.L.L..  I also use two boxes of old cases, one head stamped REM-UMC 405 CF the other W.R.A. Co. 405 W.C.F.  which have all been reloaded seven times and they have not split. I do not know if that proves anything, except to attest to the accuracy with the above load, because I have fired so many rounds.  Accuracy using sandbags and a 2 1/2-7X Burris with PA is less than one minute of angle at 100 yards. Recoil is stout, but not any worse than my 45-70, 444 Marlin or375 JD Jones.
Remington 210 grain soft point .410 bullets with two cannelures makes an excellent practice round.  Even though they are sized .410 instead of .412 they will shoot just as accurately as the Patriot bullets.  I use them because they are considerably cheaper and do not recoil quite so much. Ken Waters also recommended these and I was fortunate to have several boxes on hand.  I do not know if they are still available but they do make an excellent round.  My load of 55 grains of Reloader 7 is extremely accurate.


A summary of these and other loads using the same cases and CCI primers are:


POWDER         GRAINS            BULLET         ACCURACY


H4198          51.0 grains       210 Remington   Good


Reloader 7     55.0 grains       210 Remington   Excell. Reloader 7     55.0 grains       210 Sierra      Poor


H4895          58.0 grains       300 Patriot     Excell.


Bluedot        20.0 grains       210 Lead Cast   Poor


Reloader 7     37.0 grains       210 lead/kapok  Okay


Reloader 7     40.0 grains       315 NEI Lead    Okay

The author assumes no responsibility for persons using this loading data.  All of the above loads should be approached with caution and responsible reloading methods should be strictly adhered to. I am not having very good luck with cast bullets.  I think because I have not spent enough time developing a good load.  The Remington bullets are so accurate and inexpensive Inaturally gravitate towards them whenever I do any shooting.  As soon as I figure out a nice load I will drop you a line.


For more reloading information on the .405 I would recommend Ken Water's book Pet Loads, volume II.  He much more information to offer than I.  My experience is unique because I use a SSK Contender and he was using a Model 95 Winchester.


Mr Jones, if you should use any of this information in Sixgunner would you let me know?  I would like to get a copy. I do not subscribe, I am always spending my money on new barrels.  I have some final questions.

Is it possible to chamber a barrel in 50-90 Sharps?  I know you offer one in 50-70 but I am interested in the 50 caliber Sharps 2 1/2.  What would a 14 inch Magnaported, TSOB, 3 ring white just like my .405 cost?  I would want the barrel marked 50-70 Sharps or 50-90 Sharps.  Please send quotes for both calibers.

Respectfully,

Charles J Sharps

2285 North 14th

Coos Bay, Oregon  97420.

