a monthly feature by

DAVE INGRAM, K4TWJ

World of Ideas

A LOOK AT THE WORLD AROUND US

A Triple Treat: QRP, Classic Rigs, And 30 Meters
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This month's column was inspired by
your words of encouragement and notes
| of interest in three closely related areas:
| QFP, classic rigs, and 30 meters. Visual-
izing that combination while reflecting
back on the occasional multimovie spe-
cials of yesteryear's neighborhood thea-
ters, we assembled this triple-feature col-
umn for your home tinkering and operat-
ing pleasure. Enjoy our views and ideas.
If you become irresistibly inspired with
our highlighted old-time rigs (naturally!),
additional views and ideas are featuredin
my new book Golaen Classics of Yester-
year advertised in this issue of CQ. It's
packed with collection and restoration
notes, easily assembled one- and two-
tube transmitters and receivers, unusual
bugs and keying devices, winking anten-
nas, and other favorite items of eras past.
Infact, | must confess to test-building and
thoroughly enjoying operating those rigs
and keys on 30 meters during recent
times rather than writing this column in
our usual dedicated manner. It's easy to
gei hooked on classic rigs. They're a
blast of fun!

‘'m not alone in these classic-rig ad-
ventures. John Hagey, WBBGTI/4, for ex-
ample, recently unloaded his deluxe
moadern gear and set up a vintage station
that looks like it's right out of the French
Resistance of World War ||. We wanted to
include a photo, but John's lighting was
too original-era for a proper exposure.
Wow! Quint Galbraith, K5TVC, also
hopped on the bandwagon by repurchas-
ing his original first rig sold to a friend
over 20 years ago. That restored-to-new
and 30 meter adapted setup is shown in
the photos.

've worked Quint several times on 30
meters with that setup, and his signals
sounded very good.

That brings to light an important point.
Don't listen only on your transmit fre-
quancy after calling CQ on 30 meters.
Tune your receiver a few kHz for callers.
Many QRP and classic-rig buffs are crys-
tal controlled and may be calling you 1 or
2 kHz up or down the band. Likewise,
mzny amateurs are operating the excep-
tionally clear range of 10.120 to 10.150
MHz rather than trying to “‘squeeze in’'
to the 10.100 to 10.110 MHz area. Thirty
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Your nostalgia-struck author in true ham heaven! This close-up view shows only a few
of the classic rigs we are assembling and enjoying on 30 meters. Truly the good life!

meters is 50 kHz wide. Use and enjoy it
accordingly!

The Attraction of 30

The barefoot rig plus power limitations
and exclusion from official DX awards
programs makes 30 meters ideal for con-

ducting friendly QSOs in a pleasant and |

relaxed manner. The band's low profile
also assures egual communicating re-
wards to every operator—fixed, mobile,
and portable.

A5 wattsignalina 100 watt world is al-

ways better odds than a 5 watt signal ina |

1500 watt world. That does not mean,
however, our CW-only 30 meter band is
lacking in DX action. Indeed not! You can
work VKs, ZLs, JAs, and numerous Carib-
bean stations with only a few good watts
of power and a small antenna, and small

pileups usually occur only during week- |
ends. |I've personally worked over 25 |

countries on 30 meters while using rigs of
10 watts or less, and others have surely

| done better.

This band's location between 40 and
20 meters is perfect for enjoying simple

that **drop off'' in performance on higher
frequencies. Basic-style antennas also
work like a champ in this range. and a
large field is not necessary for skywire
experimenting. Don't merely "“take our
word'' for those statements; try 30 me-
ters yourself and see. Avoid assuming
the band is dead because of its quiet na-
ture. Listen close. Sometimes all the ac-
tivity is DX. Beautiful!

QRP and 30 Meters

If you enjoy the true QRPp operations,
30 meters is a sheer delight. Using the lit-
tle 250 milliwatt transmitter shown in fig.
1, for example, |'ve ''spare time'' worked
a half-dozen states and several Carib-
bean islands. The rig is handwired on a 1
inch piece of perfboard stuffed into a cig-
arette lighter case. It is self-powered into
acigarette lighter case. It is self-powered
by a tiny Radio Shack 12 volt battery nor-
mally used for electronic lighters. The
crystal is a subminiature HC-18 item
ordered from Jan Crystals in Florida. A
promising expansion of this rig involves
adding a frequency-warping capacitor in

homebrewed transceivers or vintage rigs | series with its crystal, switching to a high-
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