
Apple has introduced it's new G5 64-bit Desktop. In fact they claim it's the world's first (although how they can do that is beyond us). AMD released their Opteron line (which is a much faster 64-bit processor that does 32-bit applications without performance degradation) months ago. In fact, many people have them in their desktop so again we are confused by Apple's propaganda. As of the writing of this article, the G5 can't even be bought (only pre-ordered).

As usual the Apple design makes PC manufacturers look foolish. Physically the system is absolutely stunning. Too bad they can't get any decent software for it. You have their BSD-based operating system, a few popular business applications and some lower end games. For instance we just got finished playing a game called Freelancer, you won't see that title our for the Apple. In fact, most of the major game developers in the United States do not produce games for the Apple so if you are thinking this computer will be good for your family you are wrong.

The specs are equally unimpressive:

· Dual 2.0 GHz 

· 512 MB DDR SDRAM 

· 160 GB 7200 HDD 

· CDRW (32x 16x 10x) 

· Mac OS X 

· iLife 

· Keyboard 

· Mouse 

· DVD-R (4x) 

· Radeon 9600 

· Built-In Speaker (1 speaker) 

· 5 USB Ports, 2 Firewire Ports 

· 10/100 Ethernet 

· 1 Year Parts 1 Year Labor Warranty 

ALL THIS for a mere $3,000!!

First lets discuss the dual processor. Very neat, but AMD has been putting out much faster processors and yes you can go dual with the Opteron. The reason Apple would probably go with dual processors is simply performance. For 3 thousand dollars you want your computer to WAMP and with one processor it would only WIMP at a mere 2 GHz. (PC Value TWO 2 GHz Processors $380)

512 Megs of DDR ($25 Dollar Value) *Note they didn't mention PC2100, PC's are using DDR that is twice that fast.

160 Gigabyte Hard drive - that's a nice drive. No question of it. (Value $185)

DVD-R 4x burn - This means you can burn a DVD in about 22 minutes. Not bad (Value $280)

The CDRW is very disappointing, the reason is simply that 52x CDRW drives have been out for over 4 months. Why didn't they go with the fastest? The 52x drive is around $55 USD, so the only conclusion I can come up with (again theory) is that they had a bunch of OLD drives (new but old) laying around and wanted to get rid of them. Nice way to treat a customer that just spent $3,000 USD.

With a motherboard, a 9600 Radeon (which blows chunks for gaming) and all of the equipment up there you could get into a desktop PC for less than $2,000.00 with Windows XP, Office SBE, and have access to all the games, application software and tools available to the real world.


In our opinion, if you buy one of these Apple computers you are admitting that looks means more than function. If you don't use your computer and you want to put it on your desktop to impress people that don't use computers than buy one. Otherwise you might want to call a PC manufacturer and get a real computer.

1 out of 3 stars - The Design is absolutely beautiful.

Here’s the link: http://www.reviewboard.com/Section/Cover/Appleg5 
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