Metal In General: File Device Numbers

Metal File Device Numbers

Some commands allow - or expect - device numbers. These numbers or their "optionals" change where Metal will get or put data. The most common commands that use device numbers are PRINT, INPUT, and OPEN. You may also change the "default" device at any time by setting the DEVICE value to one of the following:

Device  Optional  IO  
Means

------  --------  --  
-----

#0      -none-    io  
This is the standard "default" device. Device #0 refers 



to the normal input and output of Metal - that is, the 



modem and the local keyboard and monitor screen. Notice 



that control-S (pause/continue, aka Xon/Xoff) and the 



Abort$ keys are handled in this routine.

#1      -none-    io  
This is File Device number 1. Used to manipulate files 



for long periods of time or for many sequential 




commands.

#2      -none-    io  
File Device number 2.

#3      -none-    io  
File Device number 3.

#4      -none-    io  
File Device number 4.

#5      #VID       o  
Local video screen - text is sent to the local video 




emulation driver, not to the modem. Useful for 





displaying status of system, etc. Control-S and the 




Abort $ keys are not handled.

#6      #PRINTER   o  
Printer device attached to the local system.

#7      #MODEM     o  
Output is sent to the modem only, and no special 




processing is done. Control-S and the Abort$ keys are 



not handled.
#8      -none-    io  
This is the same as device #0 (local screen and modem), 



but control-S and the Abort$ keys are not handled. 




Useful if you wish to dump text that the user online 




cannot stop or abort.

